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white Europeans of to-day runs the blood of the Negroes
who lived on the continent of Europe during the quaternary
period. To this intermixture is not improbably due the
beauty of their women and their vitality. Dr. Tyior says
that he saw the most beautiful women in the world in Tris-
tan da Cunha among the descendants of the whites and the
blacks. In South India we find the most brilliant speci-
mens of female beauty among the freedom-loving Nair and
Theeya women of the West Coast. The most remarkable
examples of longevity, says M. Finot in his Philosophic de la
Lon^emte, are found among Mulattoes. The infusion of
new blood into families and peoples has always been pro'
ductive of very beneficial results. Wherever crossing has
taken place in normal conditions, the types called inferior
have improved without causing any degeneracy in the re-
presentatives of the types called superior. The pessimistic
assertions of the detractors of crossing are refuted by the
fact that peoples who have freely mixed with one another
have continuously progressed. Those who are in the van-
guard of civilization and progress are those whose blood is
most rich in heterogeneous elements. Even when we con-
sider the case of superior individuals in different countries^
\ve are astonished to find that almost all of them are the
result of intermarriages. Havelock Ellis affirms that the
best American writers and thinkers are descended from
mixed families. The best known among the American in-
ventors, Mr. Edison, belongs to the same category. We
might cite a host of other names if necessary. On the other
hand all attempts to preserve the purity of blood have pro-
duced disastrous consequences. History demonstrates how
those among the aristocracy of Europe who have kept aloof
from the plebeian classes have either degenerated or died
out.

It is not uncommon at the present day to find people lay-
ing much stress upon heredity. Some even hope to bring
into existence a race of ethical men by artificial selection
and breeding, and thus to facilitate and ensure the ethical
advancement of nations and thereby of all mankind. Such
views and hopes could originate only from a complete mis-
apprehension of the nature of morality. The ethical charac-